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Yesteryear’s Newspapers at Your Fingertips 
Indiana State 

Library Digitizes 

Historic Indiana 

Newspapers 
Hoosier State Chronicles 

is operated by the Indiana 

State Library and funded 

by the U.S. Institute of 

Museum and Library 

Services under the 

provisions of the Library 

Services and Technology 

Act. We seek to provide 

free, online access to high 

quality digital images of 

Indiana's historic 

newspapers by digitizing 

our collection, and 

assisting other cultural 

organizations in making 

their collections digitally 

available. 

The Origin of 

Hoosier State 

Chronicles 
This online resource 

originated with grant 

funding from the 

National Endowment for 

the Humanities that 

enabled the Indiana State 

Library, to digitize 

Indiana newspapers for 

the National Digital 

Newspaper Program 

(NDNP).  

     The Indiana titles 

digitized through NDNP 

are also available 

through the Library of 

Congress’s Chronicling 

America, along with 

over 9.5 million 

newspaper pages from 

around the United 

States.  

Unprecedented 

Growth Projected 

for 2015  
Hoosier State Chronicles’s 

digital repository currently 

comprises 264,044 pages 

from 67 titles.  By the end 

of 2015, the collection will 

expand to nearly 750,000 

pages. 

     According to S. 

Chandler Lighty, program 

manager for Hoosier State 

Chronicles, he has active 

plans to take in content 

including the Indianapolis 

News, the Indianapolis 

Recorder, over 100,000 

Greencastle papers, and 

some of Indiana and the 

Indiana Territory’s earliest 

newspapers back to 1804. 

 

Project of the  

Indiana State Library.   

Member of the National Digital 

Newspaper Program.  

Indiana’s Digital Historic Newspaper Program 

Hoosier State Chronicles 



Politics, 
Elections, & 
Politicians 



Political 

Cartoons & 

Funnies 

Indianapolis News, 22 October 1929.  Image from Library of Congress 



Bad News 



Civil War 

Indiana Historical Society 



Advertisements 



Genealogy 



Sports 



Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
1911 



Public Health 



Working with U.S. Newspapers 
•Newspapers = fundamentals of 

U.S. history 

 

•Many types of users, high 

demand for access 

 

Newspaper format challenges 

•Physical characteristics  

•Large, brittle, acid paper, poor ink, light 

damage 

•Content characteristics 

•Many subjects on a page, small text, hard to 

identify parts 

 

•No single U.S. collection – 140,000 titles published 

since 1690  (collected across the country) 
 Crawfordsville District Public Library 

 



National Digital Newspaper Program, 
2004- 

GOALS:  

 To enhance access to historic American 

newspapers from every state and territory 

 

 To apply emerging technologies to the products 

of  the United States Newspaper Program, 

1982-2011 (inventory, description, microfilm) 

140,000 titles cataloged, 900,000 holdings, 

more than 75 million pages filmed 

 

 To develop best practices for the digitization of 

historic newspapers (shared community) 

 

 Free and open content, available to all!!! 
 



National Digital Newspaper 
Program, 2004 - 

• Timeline  
– 2004= agency-level agreements, LC and NEH 

– 2005= 1st awards (6 states) 

– 2007= launch of Chronicling America 

– 2011= Indiana State Library received initial grant 

– 2013= Indiana State Library received continuation of grant 

– 2015=Indiana State Library hopes to receive third and final award 

• Program Components 
– Over time, NEH grants 2-year awards (up to $350k) to state projects, to 

select and digitize historic newspapers, primarily from microfilm for full-
text access (100,000 pages per award).  A maximum of two extensions are 
offered, which altogether allows for the digitization of 300,000 pages per 
state. 

– Program provides uniform selection guidelines, focused on historic 
significance AND film quality 

– LC creates and hosts Chronicling America Web site to provide freely 
accessible search and discovery for digitized papers and descriptive 
newspaper records (records created by USNP).  

– State projects repurpose NDNP contributions for local purposes, as 
desired. 

 

 



NDNP PARTNERS:  
36 institutions | 9.5 million pages in 2015 | 1836-1922 



Original Newspapers 
• Late 19th and 20th century 

newspapers brittle & acidic 
• Higher cost to digitize 
• More time 
• Better images? Maybe, maybe 

not 
• If a newspaper has never been 

microfilmed, it might make 
sense to digitize the original 
(Dale News), otherwise… 



Digitizing from MICROFILM 
•Lower cost 

•More efficient 

•Preserve 
hardcopy 

•Quality issues 
(maybe) 

•Best practice is 
to digitize from a 
second generation 
master negative   



• Film may be scratched 
or otherwise damaged 

• Service film is often 
third generation or later 

• Poor end product: bad 
images = bad zoning & 
bad OCR. 

• Licensing issues 
(ProQuest, et al) 

 

 

It is imprudent to digitize from service or 
patron-use Microfilm! 

Crawfordsville District Public Library 



Project Workflow 

Preliminary 
Selection 

Microfilm 
Review 

Final 
Selection 



Digitization Process 

METADATA: data that describes data 

Optical Character Recognition METS/ALTO XML 

CREATE DERIVATIVE IMAGES (USER ACCESS) 

JPEG2000 (JP2) PDF 

SCAN SECOND-GENERATION, MASTER MICROFILM DUPLICATE 

300-400 PPI, grayscale, 8-bit TIFFS (35-50 MBs a page) 





Validation and Inspection 

Verify and 
Review Product 

Upload to Digital 
Repository 

Digital image © 2013 Huntington City-Township Public Library 



Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 



National Digital Newspaper Program and  
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 

Available Now:  

 >9.5 million pages 

 1836-1922 

 1,770 titles from 38 states and Washington, DC. 

 http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

 
  

 

 

 

 

41 Indiana Titles Available in ChronAm:  
Brookville - Indiana American 
Evansville - Evansville Daily Journal 

Indianapolis - Indiana State Sentinel, Indianapolis Journal, Leader, Indiana Tribüne [in German] 
Jasper - Jasper Weekly Courier 
Plymouth - Marshall County Democrat & continuing titles, Marshall County Independent, Marshall      

     County Republican & related titles (Pilot, Banner, and Tribune) 
Winchester - Randolph County Journal & continuing titles 
South Bend – South Bend News-Times 

Terre Haute - Wabash Express 
 



Finding Our History 
• Page Search – Full text 

– Search by place, time, keyword 

– Page information – Title, Date, 
Edition, Section, Page (Image) 

– Visual search results 
(Thumbnail view with hit-
highlights) 

– Pan and Zoom 

– Full-screen view 

• Directory Search  

– Search by place, time, keyword, 
format, subject, etc.  
(CONSER/WorldCat data) 

– Keyword search –  e.g., “http” 
(external Web site links) or 
“times” 

 





What’s Available in Hoosier State Chronicles. . . 

• Everything we send to ChronAm we repurpose 
for Hoosier State Chronicles. 

• Titles digitized with LSTA sub-grants from ISL 
(e.g. Terre Haute) 

 •  Legacy content 
(e.g. Vevay) 
•  New discoveries 
(e.g. Spirit of Progress) 
 

Photo from http://www.collectorsworldonline.com/raintree-county.html 

 



Crowdsource Optical Character Recognition Text (OCR)  





Read and/or Save as a PDF  



28,200 more 
pages of the 

Indiana Tribüne 

Hot Off the Presses! 

Office of the Waynetown Despatch in Waynetown, Indiana.  Photo from the Crawfordsville District Public Library 



Coming Attractions! 

 Indiana Territory 

and early 

statehood, short-

run newspapers 

from 1804-35 



   427,000 pages from 

IUPUI, DePauw, Ball 

State, University of 

Southern Indiana, 

and Indianapolis 

Marion County 

Public Library 

Coming Attractions! 



Coming Attractions! 

4 LSTA subgrants for 

newspapers awarded 

in 2015 to 

Crawfordsville District 

Public Library, 

Hancock County 

Public Library, Porter 

County Public 

Library, and Vigo 

County Public Library 

 



Extra! Extra! 

• 2015 NDNP grant from NEH 

• Newspapers.com 

Indianapolis newsboys waiting for the Baseball Edition, August 1908.  Library of Congress 



Plans for 2015-17 NDNP Award 
• Finish digitizing Indianapolis Journal back to Jan. 1882 

• Vincennes Western Sun & General Advertiser, 1836-1849 

• Lake County Times, 1906-1922 

• Richmond Palladium, 1836-1922 

Crawfordsville District Public Library 

 



Indiana State University Archives 



 



 



 



• Greenfield Daily 

Reporter, 1908-1963 

• Franklin Evening Sun, 

1912-1963 

• Steuben Republican, 1860-

1963 

• Brazil Daily Times, 1919-

1963 

• Angola Herald, 1877-1963 

• Culver Citizen, 1903-1963 

• Bristol Banner, 1871-1963 

• Charlestown Courier, 

1941-1963 

• Brookville Democrat, 

1896-1963 

 

Allen County Public Library 

 

Titles Coming to 
Newspapers.com 



Titles Coming to 
Newspapers.com 

• Bremen Enquirer, 1885-   
1963 

• Edinburg Daily Courier, 
1929-1963 

• Columbia City Commercial, 
1951-1963 

• Evansville Press, 1906-1919 
• Fairmount News, 1888-

1963 
• Brook Reporter, 1895-1963 
• Clinton Daily Clintonian, 

1935-1954 
• Argos Reflector, 1881-1963 
• Hancock Democrat, 1882-

1956 
• Garrett Clipper, 1885-1963 

 
 



June 2015: Indiana 
counties with titles 

in Hoosier State 
Chronicles 

•Dubois 

•Franklin 

•Marion 

•Marshall 

•Randolph 

•St. Joseph 

•Switzerland 

•Vanderburgh 

•Vigo 
 



December 2015: 
titles from 31 

counties in HSC 

• Pre-1836 content 

• 2015 LSTA subgrant 

awardees 

• Dale News 

• Circa 427,000 pages from 

IUPUI, BSU, USI, 

DePauw, and IMCPL 

• Estimated 730,000 pages! 



June 2016: HSC 
and 

Newspapers.com 
content 

•Dark blue = large 

runs of titles 

•Light blue = early or 

short runs of titles 

•Yellow = content in 

Newspapers.com  

•Green = counties with 

titles in both HSC and 

Newspapers.com 

•Projected 2.5 million  

pages freely available to Hoosiers 
 







Read about additions to Hoosier State Chronicles & curious stories 
from Indiana’s past at our blog: blog.newspapers.library.in.gov 

New Albany Floyd County Public Library 



History’s 
“Rough Draft” 

… 

Allen County Public Library 



HAPPY SEARCHING 
Yesteryear’s News!  

• Search Indiana newspapers  at 
HoosierStateChronicles.org or 
https://newspapers.library.in.gov 
 

• Search over 1 million Indiana newspapers via 
the Newspapers.com portal in INSPIRE 
 

• Search digitized newspapers across the country 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 
 

• Follow our blog 
http://blog.newspapers.library.in.gov/ 

 
• Contact me at clighty@library.in.gov  
  

 


